uro uE SITY R's 


' ns. ; | 74 * e 


1 = * 
1. 8 * Nun 


1 SRETIN 0 fo: ar 4 


NN. 


e Danger of not Receiving, at all, as el 3 0 
| Unworthy Receiving of thar Holy — 


einn 57 124 | * 
* . * hy 4 1 - N - IX * 
11 1 — — A 3 
1 8 „ . Aa by 36. 
v1 i «+» 4 


" « + * 
5 % 4 


o 


-\ 2 Wo %y 25 19 \ LOS * 


I. Cox. xi: 29. | 


| chit nb and} ble ee, 

U 1 ion te bimfelf, nor diſcerning the Lord's Bone" 
open apes — — 203017 wears 

the AuTHoR e 4 Divine the beſt Phyſician, 

both of Soul and Body. © 23 13 26H 


858 * 


LONDON. Ir; 


inted for, and Sold by E. H. in Black Friars, near 0 
he Water. ſide, For the Benefit of the Poor, 17 


- 
** 


= gs © " „ 

5 a „ 
1 8 - So 

AS S89-%S * 


e ̃ ² U een ] ! oe oo OG OOO - 


« - 


* 
* 


Io the READER, © 
x K. „ "Pp 55 9 1 7 


, 
* . 
A — 


I can, without taking any particular Cure upon me, or interfering with 
| the Office of any 1 And I have reaſon to belitve, that | 


Hope more, as I ſhall haus more Opportunities, according to the courſe « 
ſend fo 


- Food both of Soul and Body; to whic 


they ought, and the 
- ſign fach Secietys ; for 'tis impoſſible for them 10 1 ſo ſacred 


ceſſity of Repentance and Amendment of Life, as they hope for any Ben 


- mighty grant, that this Sermon may have the ſame good effect ; that 


means of Salvation, Amen. Amen. 


* 


A following Sermon was Preach d at the Requeſt of ti CH 
>| -of the Society for Reformation of Manpers; which gfter mn 
 Importunity, I ſubmit to the Publick for theſe two Reaſons. 

1ſt. -To ſatisfy the World, that tho I have undertaken the Prafice 
hyfick, I do not decline the Miniſtry ; but ſpall as long as I live, by thi 
{p of God, exerciſe the Function thereof for the good of Souls, as far at 


9 


the World, of never failing to the Phyſician of the Body; home ver 

the Phyſician of the Soul is forgotten, and rarely call d upon till Liſt work 

deſpair'd of ; as 1 have ſhew'd more at large in my Reaſons, for the 4 ſity o 

and convenieucy of Divin⸗ our Nees Fe e ſame Perſon, for th | 
I refer. would 

2. 4 ſccond and chief Reaſon for Printing this Sermon, is for the u dering 


ſpall & good in this particular in my way of Practice; for whilft I had 
# Cure upon me, 1 always obſerved, that I wrought upon the Standers by 
as much a; the Sick, whed I had occaſion to diſcourſe on this Subject: 

I ſhall not be wantirg to improve it now as much as I did then, and 


ulneſt and neceſſity of ſuch Diſcourſes, conſedering hem many there are, wi it an 
9 VJ 


never receive the Holy Sacrament at all, and how few receive it as duly 

fate of their fouls do require. Sure I am, could Men 
once brought to a right diſcharge of this Duty, nothing would put « great 
er flop to the Immorality of the Age, nor anjwer more the true end and 


t, or { 
nder 


by what eur Saviour Chrift has done and ſuffarel, to put us all in 6 ea ſona 
7 8 and ſuch Reflection conld never paſi off without ſome gulth | nk, 
ect upon them, | 7 . 
Tbleſs God for it, my labour has not been in vain in this matter befor ellen t 
for as it A Subject I have very frequently preach'd wpon, and with m heir El 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction, ſo it has not been without its Fruits in bringi hemſel 
many to the Holy Communion, who bad lived long in the nag leet of N 
and others to à more frequent uſe of it, who rarely receiv'd it. God 4 iſtake 
the r 

Now 


he Dan 


e in Bargholomew- Cloſe, 4 Re 


ſolemn an Ordinance, with any ſerious and ſober hts about it; bi 
they muſt have ſome ſence more then ordinary of their Sins, and of the w 


only they that heard me, but every one that reads it, may be ſo convins 
of their Duty and Intereſt therein, 4 never more to neglect ſo gro 


—  — ——— ——— — — — — — 
2 rr - 


4 Pacanones — A 
— 'L Corinth. Chap. Ti. Ver. 29. 


ice 
by th 
e eth and drinketh. Damnation to blmſetf, 


% ih not: diſcerning the Lord's body. 


that | 
* py 
wh : AT ces 7, Excuſe af inſt ir, can never be a 
Life work out of ſeaſon ; ig ring the abſolute neceſ; 


for would pleaſe God and fave their Souls; and conſis, | 
be dering how many do wholly abſent themſelves from. 
it, and how ſeldom others do partake of it. a 


Ahimſelf a Chriſtian, does wilfully refrain the Lord's 
Table, either by r turning his back upon 
Ait, or not frequenting it ſo duel - 4k he ought ; but 
nder ſome Pretence or Excuſe, which he thinks, 
| s eaſonable and good; And! am ſo . as to 
me think, that there are only a few (God A mighty 
45 eſſen the Number) but who being Se wo 
b mFheir Error, would return to their Duty, and ſuffer 
brnsShemſelves to be no longer lead away by ſuch fatal 
24 iſtakes, in a matter of ſo great Concern to them, 
char as the receiving the holy Communion. 


77 Now amongſt the many Excuſes that are made. 


| y Text, is almoſt in every Perſons Mouth, that 
c feglects this Sacred Ordinance: And indeed theſe 
A 2 | Words: 


He that eateth and'drinketh unworthily, eat” 


0 keen Men to a frequent NT 4 
endeayour to remove their Prejadi- 


icy of receiving chat Ne —— by all who 


I can hardly think, that any Man who proſeſſes 


| 
| 


* 


he Danger of 7wor2by receiving, as ſet forth in _ 


Words of St. Paul, 
from the Pulpit as the Prefs. ſo as to frigbten 4 
great many well-meaning Chriſtians (very ſtri& 

e 


| (4 OY WEI * ] | 
have bo urged too far, as. well 
and conſcientious in the diſcharge of moſt other Du- 
ties) from the practice of this, who might have re- 
ceiv'd with much more Safety than neglected it. 
Therefore for the Conviction and Satisfacton of all 
ſuch, who have either really or only pretended: the 
dread of Damnation here threatned for not receiving 
the Holy Sacrament. I ſhall endeavour to ſet he- 
fore you the true meaning and import of the Words, 
and what may be juſtly infer'd from them, for our 


Inſtruction and Direction, in ſo weighty a Concern. 


And 1ſt by Damnation, is meant Judgment, of 
Which there are two kinds, Temporal and Eternal; 
the one referring to this Life, the other to the Life 
to come; Temporal are all ſorts of Afflictions, whe- 
ther of Mind, Body or Eſtate, which we are all 
exercis d with more or leſs, in our Paſſage through 
this miſerable Sinful World, and which accompany 
us to our Graves. Eternal, the Puniſhments in the 
| other World, which take place immediately upon the 

ſeparation of our Souls and Bodys by death and at 
the day of Judgment will be the Portion of both 


for everin Hell. "= 
Now tho' the Word here and elſewhere rendred 


Damnation, doth ſigniſie both kinds, and both are 


threatned; yet the latter is only to be underſtood 
where the Denunciation or Inflition of the former 
does not anſwer the end defign'd by it; i. e. where 
Men will not be wrought upon to do their Duty as 
they ought, and their Holy Religion does enjoy 
and tequire of them, by ſome Temporal n 

44 34 k 7 
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they muſt expect to 12 1 Eternal for it, where 
they will not take Warning by Judgment here, there 
will be a Judgment to come, when they will moſt 
dearly pay for all; but when Afflictions and Trou- 
bles do lead Men to Repentance and Amendment of 
Life, ſuch have no reaſon to fear, or be apprehenſive 
of any future Condemnation; for tis God's con- 
ſtant Method to puniſh us here, to ſpare us hereaf - 
ter; that is the certain end of all his Corrections 
and Chaſtiſements; and if they fail of that end, ve 
have none to blame but our ſelves for it : So that in 
ſhort the meaning is this; He that eateth and drin- 
keth Unworthily provokethGod by ſo doing to afflick 
him with ſome 7emporal Evil; and if that will not 
make him fit and prepare himſelf to receive the ſame 
more worthily ; it will provoke him to cut him off, 
and condemn him to everlaſting Miſery and Tor- 
ment; and how Juſt, nay, how Merciful is ſuch 
_— of God with us? when he might upoa the 
firſt act of our Irreverence and Prophanation of that 
Holy Myſtery, appoint us our Portion with the Dame 
ned, does yet ſpare, and lays a Temporal Puniſhment 
where he might infli& an Eternal; nay, who will . 
never Damn us for ever, for any thing that a lefler 
Infliction will correct and amend in us; ſo that 
Temporal Judgment is meant here in the firſt place, 
and Eternal only to be underſtood, when that is 
in vain, and to no purpoſe, wh 

Otherwiſe there would be no room for Repentance; } 
for if upon every act of Duworthy receiving, we re- 


ce ivd our Damnation, it would be in vain to repent; 


but God forbid that it ſhould beſo; in ſuch a Caſe . 
the beſt of us would be in a miſerable Condition :, 
Drin A 3 Tor 


ö 
1 
a l 


Us ceiving thereof, when by Sin we tell away. from 


For who can fay he has receiv'd it Wortbily > nch 


who can ſay he has nor rectiv'd it 7/nworthily ? 


my part I dare not; and yet I hope for Mercy; atid 


that as Repentarice will obtain me -the Pardon of 


any other Sin, thro' the Merits of my Saviour,” 6 
it will the Forgiveneſs of this; and if I preach the 
ſame Doctrine to you, I do but what I amperſws- 


ded I have a Commiſſion for from the great Inſtitu. 
tion of this bleſſed Sacrament, Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; 


"who came not to call the Righteous, but Sinners to 


Repentance, and who himſelf tells us, 7he whole 
kave no need of a Phyſician, but they that are ſſel; 
and who particularly calls ſuch to this Divine Bau- 
quet for Health and Salvation. Come unto me all ye 
that travel and are heavy laden, and 1 will refreſþ 
your Matt. 11. 28. | " 
I know but of two Sins unpardonable in Holy 


| Scripture, the Sin againſt the Haly Ghoſt, and Final | 


Apoſtocy ; and I know that the Reaſon why they 
were ſo, was, becauſe they were paſt Repentance, 
and ſo could not be pardon'd, becauſe they could 
not be repented of. But I truſt in God, that there 


are none of you that hear me this day, but may 
have the Grace both to repent of not receiving at 
all, and of not receiving ſo well as you might and 


ought to have done; and that God out of his'abun- 


dat Mercy, will accept of ſuch your Repentance, and 
and for Chriſt's ſake forgive your paſt neglect and 


unpreparedneſs, if you do but endeavour duly to 
receive the ſame, and as Worthily as you can for the 


| future. Twas for this end the Holy Sacrament ; 


was inſtituted, to renew us by Repentance and re- 
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our Faptiſmal Vow and Covenant : for this purpoſe our 
blefſed Saviour injoyns us often to partake of his Sup» 
per, very well foteſeeing how often we'ſhould have oc» 
caſion for it; which he would not have done, had every 
act of out Unworthy receiving brought Damnation upon 
us in the latter Senſe, and doom d us to everlaſting Mi- 
ſery; That were to have enjoynd us to doa thing to 
no purpoſe ; for there is no reverſing the Sentence of 
Damnation, when that is once paſt, all that we can do 
will ſignify nothing to avert it: Nay, it were to have 
enjoyn'd us the doing of a thing, which would but in- 
ſure ur Damnation the more; which far be it from us to 
think of our Merciful Redeemer who laid down his Life 
to ſave us. | „ fl 

But 1- would not be miſtaken, as tho I ſhou'd give 
you any Encouragement hereby, to be careleſs in your 
preparation for the Sacrament; or in the leaſt to think, 
that there was no great neceſſity of Worthy, or any great 
danger of Vawortdy receiving; by telling you, that there 
is Repentance for both, and Pardon; and therefore I 
muſt acquaint you withal, that without Repentance, 
God will never forgive us, and without it we ſha!l not 
only receive no Benefit by that holy Sacrament, but add 
to the number of our Sins: And if we do not repent 
today, how do we know that we ſhall ever have ano- 
ther O portunity : We cannot promiſe our ſelves to 
live a few. an Hour to an end, much leſs from one 
Communion to another; and if it ſhould happen that 
we dyed before we repented, or receiv'd that holy Sa- 


I crament, what would become of us then? we were un- 


done for ever, for ever D d: Beſides, ſuppoſing we 
ſhou'd live, and yet cou d not repent, we were in the 
ſame miſcrable Condition; and let me tell you, we 4 
can't repent when we pleaſe ; for beſides the uncertain» 
ty of having time and opportunity for it; Repentance 
is the gift of God as well as Pardon; for be and be only is 
the giver of all Grace, and Repentance is the Gift of San» 
Qitying Grace, as Pardon is of Juſtifying, If b 
1 1 venture 
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Hebkure God will give them Repemtanes, ſays the Apen 
2 Tim. 2. ver. 15. Ao that if it he uncertain whether 


| God will give Repentance, if it paſt all peradventuxe, hate 
that no Man can give it himſelf when he N 704 igh a 
if you will bear bus Voice hardew not your Hearts, ſays. the It that 
Pſalmiſt; and therefore the beſt and ſureſt way, is fox @hich t 
every one to embrace the preſent. Opportunity, and v iou. 
4 N himſelf as well as he can toapproach that ho- ſnd W 
Table; and then he need not fear but to have the Hluded 
race of God to lead him to Repentance, and the Me- le; 
| Titsof his Saviour, to ſupply the defects of his Perfor- 
| mance. The Sum of all is this, our Saviour has com- 
manded us to receive the Sacrament of his Supper; and Fi 
S. Paul tells us, how we are to fit and prepare our ſelves for eſpiſe 
it, as we would receive the benefits of it; and to make us vas th; 
more careful about it, he fets before us the danger of U led tb. 

- worthy receiving, and gives us an inſtance thereof in the 

_ Corinthians; by which it is plain, that the contempt of this 
Duty, and not performing it as we ought, does provoke 
God to ſend his Judgments upon us; and that thoſe 

| Judgments are deſign'd to lead us to Repentance andFuiſhi 
| Amendment of Life; and that if they have not that cb 
| fe upon us, Damnation will certainly follow. 

To clear this Text ſtill more: We muſt conſider what # 
| - thoſe Sins were, which rendred the Corinthians ſa Un- 
| worthy of that holy Communion; and what thoſe, Pu- 
| mniſhments were which they ſuffered for it; and then 
how far their Caſe may concern us, for the Sins and 
Puniſhments of Men are recorded in Scripture for our 
Warning: And indeed the Sins of the Corinthians in this 
particular, were exceeding great. > cot 

1ſt. They were guilty of Schiſm, divided themſelyes 

into Parties, and received the Sacrament ſeparate from 

one another; a thing contray to the very Nature of the 

Sacrament, which is call'd the Communion, from thatÞ: 

Love and Unity there ought to be among all that par- 

take of it: and contrary to the intent of our bleſſed Lord {that He 

that it ſhquld be free and common to all; for what Cr 
5 _ 
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er difference there may be among Men at other times 
to their outward Cireumſtances add Conditions; and 
& Fhatever diſtance was to he kept in other places berwixe 
igh and Low, Rich and Poor; all was to be laid afide 
| "that Table, where there 3s no; reſpe& of Perſons; 
hich they might have ſeen very plainly, in that out 
wiour Provided bur one Table, and the ſame Bread 
nd Wine for all: But contrary to this, the. Rich ex- 
luded the Poor as below them to eat at the ſan Ta- 
le; not conſidering that the pooteſt Beggar was not 
> much beneath them, as they, were beneath Chriſt; 
Ind yet that he ſhould think no ſcorn, to ſit and feaſt 
ith them; What Reaſon had they then ſo much to 
elpiſe and undervalue them? but in ſuch*cerrainly, 
vas that of the Bleſſed Virgin truly verifyed, He bath 
led the Hungry with good things, and the Rich be bath ſent 

pty away, De Fin a= es ee 
2. They wereguilty of that Intemperance and Exceſs, 
hat when they came to the Lord's Table, they wereinca® 
able of receiving withany reyerence, incapable of diſtin- 
zuiſning between it and their common Meal; and ſome 
ff them were ſo full when they took the Lord's Supper, 
hat they threw it up again : Which proceeded froin the 
\buſe of a very good Cuſtom then in practice, to have 
ntertainments call'd Agape, or Love Feafts, provided 
t every ones Charge, according to their Abilities, and 
ommon to all; at which every one moderately tefreſh- 
d himſelf, and afterwards receiv'd the Sacrament, and 
hat could be a more ſuitable Preparative than ſuch an 
Fatertainment; for that which was both the greateſt - 

oken of our Saviour's Love to us, and deſigud by him 

o be the greateſt indication of our Love to him, and 
to one another ; But the Corenthians tho they retain'd 
hehe Name, they perverted the very end and delign of 
thatſit, by their Diviſions, and intemperate uſe of it. 

pat- Now could any thing be a greater Prophanation of 
ord that Holy Myſtery? cou'd any thing render Men more 
hat NY than ſuch Diſorders? cau'd any thing deſerve 4 
ever (62: W Damya- We 
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keep us alive; the one as re ae for the Frengt benim « 
, refreſbing aur Souls, as the other for our. Blays, that by 
muſt ſuffer for want of them: And as the intemper 
ue of the good Creatures defign'd for the ſupport of 
tare, muſt deſtroy it; ſuch will the Lord's Supper proj 
to our Souls, if not rightly receiv d. It is the fame wi 
this, as with all other Religious Duties: Now I a 
perſwaded that none of you eyer thought of not pray” 
ing at all, for fear of not praying as you ought to dF, 
or would look upon it as the wiſer and ſafer courſe 
any that ſhould do ſo? And yet the caſe is the ſam 
both neceſſary to be perform'd, and both dangerous 
be neglected; both commanded by God, and bat 
threatned with the ſevereſt Puniſhment if not right” 
diſcharged. _ 
There is not one of you tho” you live never ſo lo 
without the Sacrament, can die without it: Now. is 
not very ſtrange that you ſhould think your ſelves 
worthy all your Life long, and yet have no fear of U 
wort hy receiving at the point of Death? that you ſhou 
venture upon it at a time, when you are ſure if youat 
hot Worthy you never ſhall have another opportuni 
to repent and amend of it; yet neglect it, when ye 
.may from.time to time fit and prepare your ſelves 
vou ought, and ſo great a Work does require ? I « 
not doubt but many that hear me this day, have behel 
with what Anguiſh and Trouble of Mind and Soul the 
_ departing Friends have expreſs'd themſelves for the ne; 
lect of this Duty, as 5 8 for receiving it Unworll 
EE and yet will we not take Warning? will nothi 
fatisfy us but making the Experiment in our own Pet 
ſons? Whatever Benefit it may be to any one on 
Death- bed, who has neglected it all the time before, 
can tell; but to me as little ſeems to be expected fro 
it, as for a Man's crying, Lord have mercy upon me, 
the laſt gaſp; who never offer'd up one Petition betol 
tothe Throne of Grace: It is indeed a Conviction 


ent to 
thily © 
not 
ling te 
ity fo! 


er unp 
aſon te 
to fe: 
er; i 
hat wh 
antage 
ivd fc 
pes of 
rein 2 
d lay fc 
it, ra 
t of 
Thich x 


both, of tlie neglect of their Duty, and a Warning ſu 
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at theday of r! 
n not receiv- 


To ſhew that the danger is greater i 
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to de 
ourſe 


ſo Io 


/OU a 
tun 
en ye 


1 Fr unpuniſt'd; ſo much the worſe; and you have no 


behei$210n to preſume upon it, but rather to be troubled. for 


I the er; it is certainly the ſafeſt way of arguing, and 


othir | 


pe: d fo long by other inferences, till we are paſt all 

© <*Wopes of recovery. If you do not diſcharge your Duty 

rein as you ought, would it not be kindneſs in God 

lay ſome Affliction upon you, to rp * to a ſenſe 
l 


ON 
ore, 


fro! it, rather than ſuffer you to live and die in the neg-. 


95 0 & of it, and be for ever damn'd hereafter, for that 
"hich might have been prevented by a gentler Gorrecti- 
| ; _ 


ent to us all, not to defer what muſt be done and 
ih too, or we undone or miſerable for ever: yu 
not think me ſevere in this Sentence, if you are 
ling to prevent it, whilſt you have time and oppor: 
Wicy for it; and if you do not, ſure I am you will u- 
me, r our ſelves in the Hour of 

h, an fu b 


gat all than receiving Unworthily : Conſider. that we 
t be fay'd without the one, but by the other we may: 
e ſan often receiving, in all probability we may come to 
ron Mertiy at laſt, becauſe we make uſe of one of the 
q Wr means in the World to make us fo ; for he mult be 
righ y unworthy indeed, that can frequent ſo ſacred. and 
'S*Y:mn an Ordinance, without ſome ſober and ſerious... 
eflections about it; and who knows how far they may 
Mork upon him by degrees, and whether they may not 
the grace of God bring him in time to a right ſenſe 
d uſe of it ? but neyer to partake thereof, is to put 
ſelves out of all hopes or poſſibility of any Benefit 
"S-rcby ; and fo expoſe our ſelves to the juſt Judgment 
God, both here and hereafter. And don't think it 
not ſo, becauſe you are not afflicted as the Corintbians 
ere; becauſe you go from one Communion to ano- 


to fear that God ſpares you here to puniſh you here- N 


at which we can never be miſtaken in to any diſad- 
; Fantage or prejudice to our Souls; but we may be de- 


— 


ving has been a real Scrupſe m-lome, Aud n © 2 
pediment in their way to the Sacrament; but I hape - * 
en 0 lay the one againſt the other, it will be.na 

bee fo iu ah Eee 2 Foes mh Ie 
There is nodallying in a caſe like this, where our 


ik ye 
0 bri 
ſufſer 
that [ 


ow! | vation lies at ſtake; and where the matter i, 
= offer we ſhall be Savd or Damn'd: Did we but we 


ey m igh this, no Excuſe would ſatisſie us in the neglect of 


rar in neceſſary a Duty for our Safety and Happineſs both 

| re and for ever; we ſhould lamentevery Impedimens + 
fore ul our 3 thereof, tho & was what we could nat 
Lordelp, ſooner than frame idle Pretences to keep from it; 
| i le indeed! for what will ſuch Pretences avail you at 
Ren e Day of judgment? you will be aſhamed to offer . 
iy em. How will you be able to fay, we 

ely pt do our Duty, when you were not afraid to neglect it? 

ſe Pink you that God will be put off with ſuch Excuſes? 
our What will you be able to anſwer the great Judge, 

> hen he ſhall demand of you why. you were more afraid 
nd che one, then of the other? why you were leſs con- 


Trn'd in the Omiſſion of that which was ſure to offend 
m, then in —_ that by which you might have plea» 
d him 2 you mult be dumb-and\-fenc, and ſcli-con> | 
mad at ſuch Queſtions; for there can be no Reaſon 
ven for the neglect of a —— Duty, eſpecially of ſuch 
| B Duty as is ſo much the Intereſt of every Man to per- 
rm, who would pleaſe God and fave his ; and 
ch beyond all Queſtion, is the receiving of the Holy 
Wcrament, © . 7701 3 
And therefore I beſeech you, as you tender your moſt 
Precious and Immortal Souls, as you value your preſeat 
nd eternal Welfare and Happineſs, as you would 
(cape the Judgment of God both here and hereaſter, 
Friouſly to conſider what has been ſaid; and whatever 
eu do, to reſolve to do your Duty herein; which tho 
du may not diſcharge ſo well as you ought at firſt, yet 
ou may have the Grace of God to repent and amend, * 


tin me. Oo Wort oy, G 
off 9. 7 6 and or al its Be 
b f Refs Comfort and atid Satisfactiah g 
2s to the 8 Eternal well-being and e 
9 yor Souls and Bodics ;' which they! uk 
E- toenjoy who neglect it, 20 e 
W311 9% PLONE BY © A ol | 

n b 'Farbir, 4 du Holy Ghoſt; bree Pai 

dE b God, be aſcribed a: is mf dus, als 
deen, Glory, "Might, Majefty, and Dee 
ee Amen. Apr pen 
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